Arrival and Reporting
of Initial J-1s



What is Validation of Initial Arrival?

e ECFMG, as a J-1 program sponsotr, IS
required to notify the U.S. Department of State
of the arrival of all newly sponsored J-1
Exchange Visitors

e ECFMG confirms the J-1's arrival in SEVIS
(Student and Exchange Visitor Information
System)

e Specific documents evidencing arrival in J-1
visa status are required before SEVIS record
can be validated




Who Needs to be Validated?

e All foreign national physicians who have newly
acquired J-1 visa status under ECFMG
sponsorship must have their records validated
in SEVIS

e Foreign national physicians who are
continuing under ECFMG sponsorship at the
same or a different training program do NOT
need to have their SEVIS records validated




Validation of Arrival

Upon arrival to the training program, the
foreign national physician must present the
raining Program Liaison (TPL) with evidence
of approved J-1 visa status in order to begin
the GME program.

Acceptable documentation includes copies of:
J-1 visa stamp in passport
J-1 D/S (Duration of Status) on 1-94
Arrival/Departure Record

Form DS-2019 — date stamped upon entry to
United States
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Form DS-2019
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Exceptions

e Citizens of Canada are not required to have
a visa stamp

e J-1 Exchange Visitors who change status
within the United States through U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services will
have a Form |-797, “Notice of Action” (not
a J-1 visa stamp in passport)
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What to Send to ECFMG
for SEVIS Validation

e Completed and signed Initial Validation Form
http://www.ecfmg.org/evsp/arrival.pdf

e Copy of I-94 Arrival/Departure Record
e Processed Form DS-2019

e Copy of J-1 Visa (n/a for Canadian citizens or
change of status applicants)

FAX ALL DOCUMENTS TO (215) 386-9766




Initial Applicants Facing Delays

e Communicate with ECFMG Advisor

Is contract still valid? Willing to wait? How
long?

Visa delayed? Denied?

ECFMG must update SEVIS record

o Without amendment or validation, SEVIS will
automatically invalidate a Form DS-2019 30
days after the start date

o ECFMG must immediately report any contract
amendments or withdrawals to SEVIS




Applying for a
Social Security Number

e J-1s should wait to apply for a Social
Security Number 10 days after entering
United States and SEVIS validation

e Applying for a Social Security Number prior
to this may cause significant delays in

Issuance of the Social Security Number




IMGs and Required Reporting

e Any Change in the Approved Training

Remediation

_eave of absence / maternity leave
_icensure delays

Proposed off-site rotations
Proposed early advancements
Resignation

Contract termination

Legal allegations

Grievance process




International Travel Issues for IMGS

e Consider the Time and the Risk
If the IMG resident departs the United States with an
expired visa stamp in his/her passport, visa renewal is
required to re-enter
The visa application process may involve lengthy
security clearances, etc., and visa issuance/renewal
cannot be guaranteed

e If the IMG Resident Must Travel
Discuss contract conditions - delay, failure to return,
etc.

Prior to departure, J-1s should contact ECFMG and
refer to: http://www.ecfmqg.org/evsp/travel.html




Questions?

Exchange Visitor Sponsorship Program
Tel: (215) 823-2121
Fax: (215) 386-9766
http://www.ecfmg.org/evsp/index.html




